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1 https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/deafness-and-hearing-loss 
2 Impact of Indian public health standards for rural health care facilities on national programme for control of deafness in India: The 

results of a cohort study  Sanjeev Davey, Chaitanya Maheshwari, Department of Community Medicine, Muzaffarnagar Medical College and 
Hospital, Muzaffarnagar, Uttar Pradesh, India 
3 State of Hearing and Ear Care in the South East Asia Region. WHO Regional Office for South East Asia. World Health Organization. 
4 Singh V. Hearing in India: All aspects. Otolaryngol Online J. 2015;5:1–31. [Google Scholar] [Ref list] 
5 Disabled Persons in India, Social Statistical Division , Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation GOI (2016) 
6 A Report on ‘Disabled Persons’ based on data collected in state sample of 58th round of National Sample survey ( July – Dec, 2002), VOL. 

I, Government of Maharashtra. 
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7 Study of Incidence and Type of Deafness in Children Withdelayed and Non Development of Speech in Apediatric Tertiary Health Care 
Centre Among 5500 Childrenover 5 Years ; Author: Poulomi Saha, Kapildev Mondaland, Pallab Kumar Majumder 
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Insha was 3 and a half years old, when we found out about her impairment, initially we 

didn’t see a problem, Dr. Kirtane in Hinduja then suggested and explained to us, that hearing 

abilities diminish over time, so that is why it was so late. - Abidulla Choudhary, Amaan and 

Insha's father. 
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 The management believes that Dhvani is a one-stop place for everything the child requires to 

further grow and be able to hear, and speak, and there is everything readily available at the centre 

except for the surgeries.  

 However, the struggle of the families in order to even maintain the equipment has to be tackled. 

Also, the fact that when the parents come with the child, they are at the centre for the entire day 

rendering their day’s wage unearned. Hence, Dhvani takes very minimal cost from the parents to 

access the services. 

 In order to acquire funding for a child’s cochlear implant or to purchase a hearing aid device, 

Dhvani approaches the trusts, such as Tata Trusts to enable the operation to function at subsidized 

rates.  
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i Disabling hearing loss refers to hearing loss greater than 40 decibels (dB) in the better hearing ear in adults and a hearing 
loss greater than 30 dB in the better hearing ear in children. 
ii The prevalence rate i.e. number of persons with hearing disability per lakh population 
iii Inability of a person to hear properly was considered as hearing disability. For the purpose of the survey, hearing 
disability was judged taking into consideration the ability of the better ear. In other words if one ear of a person was 
normal and the other ear had total hearing loss, the person was judged as normal in hearing, Hearing disability was judged 
without taking into consideration the use of hearing aid. 
iv A person was considered as having very severe hearing disability, if he/she could not hear at all or could hear only loud 
sounds. Severe hearing disability exists if a person could hear only shouted words, while moderate hearing disability was 
reported when disability was not severe. Persons with moderate hearing disability usually would ask to repeat the words 
spoken by the speaker or like to see the face of the speaker during conversation. Depending upon the extent of person’s 
inability to hear properly, the degree of hearing disability has 19 been classified into 3 categories such as, profound, severe 
and moderate 

                                                 


